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What AOCR Is All About
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What Is The Non-Profit “Any One Can Read ®?”     www.anyonecanread.com
A digital, online (i.e., NOT a download) suite of literacy tools & groundbreaking assistive 
reading software
  - NOT “all-or-nothing”  perfectly fine to cherry-pick different tools / activities

What kinds of “tools” are there?
  - Curriculum: complete now from K-4th-grade; building 5th-grade; goal to complete 
     through 12th-grade; covers broad subject matters (Core Knowledge ®) except for math
  - Phonics activities: 80% complete; goal to cover 99% of letter-sound-spellings in the 
     English language; will be teaching phonics elements at least through 6th-grade
  - Spelling-builder: goal to take ~60 multiple-letter spellings and build vocabulary on 
     different multiple sounds that those letters make (one proof-of-concept available)
  - English language learner picture dictionary: now 1,000 images as proof-of-concept
  - Building a curriculum to teach Spanish-speaking English language learners how to read 
     English

What’s the revolutionary assistive software?   See Appendix 1 for a guided tour
  - Sounds out any word, letter-by-letter; then speaks the word as a whole
  - Instant word meaning: dictionary, synonym, word origin, translation 
  - Reads text out-loud at 150 or 180 accurate words per minute (optimal reading speed) 33

http://www.anyonecanread.com/


What Are The Non-Profit’s Objectives?

1) Build a groundbreaking “learning-to-read-experience”
  - Provide the educator with the necessary tools to interact with each student’s brain, 
     resulting in a one-on-one computer tutor that crashes through the barriers of having 
     ludicrously high student-teacher ratios in America’s schools  instantly “actionable!”

2) Provide the “AOCR experience” - for anyone in the world to use - for FREE!

3) Advocate for laser focus on the six most crucial “input factors” for turning each student 
     into a “great” reader ( = “academically ready for a challenging 4-year college”)
       * Mastery of sounding letters out for correct pronunciation
       * Large vocabulary that includes the “26,000+ most important words to know”
       * Right reading speed: 150-180 accurate-words-per-minute
       * Being an avid reader
       * Being a superb writer
       * Attuned to vital comprehension tips

4) Vastly increase the number of potential U.S. tutors by having everything that any 
     student’s brain might need help with in one single digital portal, and easy for the tutor 
     to utilize with the student  4



Summary

* AOCR is designed to meet all best-practice “teaching-reading” requirements as 
   expounded in the “science / research of reading.” It views learning to read as a “process” 
   and is designed with a “quality control” mindset to avoid “defects” in the process. 

* AOCR is designed to:

    - Give America’s kids a MUCH longer, carefully graduated “runway” – to allow for the 
       right < and adequate > “brain work” to occur – for students to learn the uber-critical 
       foundational / fundamental “mechanics” skills that 2/3s @ of America’s kids are NOT 
       getting in our nation’s homes and schools.

    - Build vocabulary at a MUCH faster rate than we tend to do in the vast majority (98%?) 
       of American classrooms.

* The ultimate premise is simple: the best thing that we can do to help a child    
   with their reading is to make sure that they know every word – in a passage   
   that they’re about to read – BEFORE THEY READ IT!!!!!

@ Extrapolated from “NAEP” national reading scores … considerably more than a 2/3s failure rate during our COVID pandemic period. 5



Navigating The AOCR Website
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How Does One “Engage” With The AOCR Website?
- No registration of any kind

 - No user-name

 - No password

 - AOCR can’t track to a specific computer or email address  totally “privacy-safe!”

 - AOCR is not a download:
     - Pull up a lesson to read in a tab
     - Close the tab when you’re done reading!
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The AOCR Homepage

Key links at the top of the page  

A clear, brief walk-through of the 
assistive reading technology  

Background support for 
what AOCR is building  
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The AOCR Homepage

High-level summary 
of what AOCR is all 
about  
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The AOCR Homepage

Scrolling quotes about literacy 
from icons in the field of reading  
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The AOCR Homepage

Description of the Educator Portal  
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The Educator Portal = Lots Of Resources About Literacy!
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Reading Content Access Method 1:
By-Lessons Only
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method One: “Batches Of Lessons- 
Only”

Click “Lessons” at the 
top of the homepage  

You’ll make your choice 
from the clipboard

continued  
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method One: “Batches Of Lessons 
Only”  What Are The “Modules?”

continued  

Modules A through M mean “Kindergarten to 
12th-grade”

Why do we do that?

Lots of interventions (remediation) may occur 
with AOCR, and what if we have an 8th-grader 
who we need to start back at 2nd-grade? Do we 
want to embarrass them? OF COURSE NOT!

They just want to start at a point where they 
can read the text! By using the “Module” 
terminology, we avoid layering more “shame” on 
top of them!
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method One: “Batches Of Lessons 
Only”

continued  

Let’s select Module D (we know that it’s 3rd-grade) 

A new 
clipboard 
JUST for 
Module D; 
lessons are in 
batches (we’ll 
talk about 
“by-weeks” in 
a bit); select 
lessons 51-60

These are 
hyperlinks for 
this landing 
page
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method One: “Batches Of Lessons 
Only”

Select lesson 55, and now 
you’re at your lesson!

…

…

Just close the tab 
when you’re done 
with your reading!

continued  
17



Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method One: “Batches Of Lessons 
Only”
What are the hot pink words at the beginning of each lesson?!

AOCR is the ONLY curriculum (that we’re aware of) that tracks EVERY single unique new 
vocabulary word that is exposed to the student, from lesson-to-lesson. The above pink 
words are NEW words that the student has NOT seen in any prior AOCR lesson!

The teacher should orally PRE-TEACH the meanings of all “likely unknown” new words to 
the class (the teachers know their students!) BEFORE the students launch into their 
independent silent reading of the passages!

AOCR’s vocabulary “intentionality” allows us to <eventually> “guarantee” a K-12th-Grade 
vocabulary that will have one academically ready for a tough 4-year college! 18



Reading Content Access Method 2:
Lessons & Phonics Combined –

Laid Out By Weeks In The School Year
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Two: Lessons & Phonics 
Combined, By School Week
Let’s select Module A (we know that it’s Kindergarten), but instead of by just Lesson 
“blocks,” let’s select the curriculum by school week (to include lessons AND phonics):

continued  

Hyper-links 
will take 
you to 
Lessons 
plus 
Phonics for 
each week 
of the 
school year
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Two: Lessons & Phonics 
Combined, By School Week
You’ll start with the week’s lessons:

21



Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Two: Lessons & Phonics 
Combined, By School Week

Then you’ll scroll down to the week’s phonics activities

Three types of Phonics “Activities” in Module A (Kindergarten):

“Activity #1”: “Repeat of the above reading passages”

“Activity #2”: “Scope and sequence”  phonics exposure laid out in an explicit order

“Activity #3”: “Most frequent words”  ~800 words count for ~70% of word exposures in 
                      our cumulative K-to-2nd grade lessons!

Phonics Activity #3 ends after Week 22 of Module B is completed

Phonics Activity #1 ends after Module B is completed   

Let’s learn how the phonics activities work and then review the make-up of each of the 
three types of activity                                                                     continued 

22



Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Two: Lessons & Phonics 
Combined, By School Week  How All Of The Phonics Activities Work

You will see a green speaker button at the beginning of passages or sentences:

Words in red are the targeted “teaching words” (students not expected to learn to read the 
black-font written words at this point)

Click the speaker button, and the passage is read to you out-loud, but it will stop reading 
when it gets to the red teaching word

The student will click on / screen touch the red word, each letter in the word is sounded-
out, and then the word is spoken as a whole

continued  
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Two: Lessons & Phonics 
Combined, By School Week  How All Of The Phonics Activities Work

When the word has been sounded-out – and then spoken as a whole – then the read-out-
loud will continue until completion of the sentence or the passage:

The student is then to return to the red word, click / touch it one more time, and this time 
the students are asked to sound-out the word themselves

It is VERY important that the student practices the sound-out!!  it is repeated sound-outs 
that “train the brain” (number of needed repeated sound-outs varies by-child) to 
eventually recognize the word INSTANTANEOUSLY without needing a sound-out anymore 
(“orthographic mapping”)

continued  
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Two: Lessons & Phonics 
Combined, By School Week  Phonics Activity #1

Passages from that week’s lessons and / or prior lessons are provided

Students engage with the red-stop-word process, ending by sounding-out the target 
word(s) themselves

Additional benefit is that our passage choices engage the students in repeated readings of 
lessons that they’ve had before
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Two: Lessons & Phonics 
Combined, By School Week  Phonics Activity #2

Sentences from AOCR’s highly comprehensive scope-and-sequence word database 
(thousands of targeted red vocabulary words ordered in a systematic and explicit way, in 
order to build decoding mastery) are provided, starting with two-letter, vowel-consonant 
words, and building in letter-sound-spelling complexity from there

Students engage with the red-stop-word process, ending by sounding-out the red target 
word themselves *

* Important reminder: the students are NOT expected 
to learn the written black-font words in these 
sentences at this point in time! – the goal is to just 
learn the red words – but the black-font words are 
certainly good for building strong oral vocabulary, of 
course! continued  
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Two: Lessons & Phonics 
Combined, By School Week  Phonics Activity #2: AOCR’s Scope and 
Sequence Is The Most Comprehensive That We’ve Found Anywhere

continued  27



Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Two: Lessons & Phonics 
Combined, By School Week  Phonics Activity #2: AOCR Scope and 
Sequence The Most Comprehensive That We’ve Found Anywhere

continued  28



Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Two: Lessons & Phonics 
Combined, By School Week  Phonics Activity #2: Summary

All of the letter-sound-spellings that we’ve just shown you MUST BE EXPLICITLY TAUGHT!

No educator could memorize all of that (and shouldn’t have to!)  that’s why we’ve BUILT 
IT FOR EDUCATORS, inside of one easy-to-use, single, convenient digital online portal!
   
   - It’s all out there for you to pull up and use in SECONDS, ready to exercise a child’s 
      brain with each of their own individualized / differentiated practice needs
   - We estimate that the red teaching words alone will be a vocabulary of about 7,000 
      words (when all phonics activities are completed)!

If you prefer a different scope and sequence than what we’ve suggested, you can go in any 
order that you want, outside of the by-week phonics activities  we’ll show you that when 
we explain Method Three for accessing our reading content
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Two: Lessons & Phonics 
Combined, By School Week  Phonics Activity #3
Wouldn’t it make sense to build written vocabulary with as many high-frequency words as 
possible, as quickly as possible?! AOCR does this, along with crucial sound-out practice!

Phonics Activity #3 exposes the 500 most frequent words in AOCR’s K-2 curriculum (in 
descending order of frequency) – and then continues with 333 more frequent words (in 
alphabetical order) found from other sources
   - These 833 words represent 72% of all word exposures (words-read) in AOCR’s K-2 
      curriculum!
   - They are all learned before the end of Module B (1st-grade)!
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Reading Content Access Method 3:
Use The “AOCR Playbook” pdf  

Embedded Links To Everywhere In The Site

DETAILS ON LESSONS
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf

Getting to it is super-easy: the link is a floating bar at the top of each page-view:

Click on this link
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf

After clicking the link, a pdf will open up:

Note: increase the 
pdf font size by 
clicking on the “+” 
button
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf

What’s in the pdf?
  
  - A bird’s-eye view of every single link in the AOCR website (nothing more than a simple 
     “table of contents,” really)

  - These embedded links take you immediately to the page-view that you want to open, 
     for instant access in seconds!

  - Printable for skimming through to look for items of interest

  - “Bunched” into sections for easy navigation … let’s take a tour 
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows

“Quick Access”:

Curriculum and phonics activities bundled by school week:
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- Text complexity builds in a very slow, gradual fashion, though all grade-levels

- Phonics-type exposures build in a logical order that simultaneously builds vocabulary and letter 
   pattern recognition

- Vocabulary builds at a faster rate than other curricula, front-loading (in general) more-frequent 
   words intentionally

- Everything that any child’s brain could need practice with - to learn to read - is right there in our 
   single, convenient digital portal

- As an educator, it’s all laid out for you  easy to use with fast ramp-up

Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour

CAVEAT: what is one of the biggest advantages of using the FREE AOCR curriculum?

JUST INTRODUCE THE LESSONS TO STUDENTS IN THE ORDER IN WHICH WE HAVE LAID 
OUT THE CURRICULUM!
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows

Curriculum-alone by Module and lesson order
(phonics activities will be accessed independently):
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows
Extra information provided in our curriculum section:

Column headers, left-to-right: 1) unique words in each lesson;  2) total words to read 
in each lesson;  3) grade-level for EACH lesson, as calculated by a powerful algorithm;
4) whether the content came from Core Knowledge ® or from AOCR;  5) module and 
lesson #;  6) title of each lesson;  7) number of new words introduced to the student in 
each new lesson;  8) cumulative written vocabulary words introduced to the student since 
the first lesson of Kindergarten;  9) the link for instant access to open the tab to each 
lesson

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
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Core Knowledge ® Content
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour

continued  

CAVEAT: why is Core Knowledge ® the bulk of our curriculum content? …

40

https://www.coreknowledge.org/

https://www.coreknowledge.org/


- Broad subject matter (“domain knowledge”) curriculum where topics are introduced – and then 
   reintroduced in later years for broader / deeper dives
    * ELA, poetry, history, geography, social studies, civics, government, biographies, science after 
       science after science
    * Builds larger vocabulary, since each subject area has its “own” specific battery of vocab words
    * Incredible for building critical global background knowledge (a linchpin for strong literacy)
    * Developed over DECADES with many expert writers from multiple fields

- High-student-interest topics
    * Content is developed more like engaging “story-telling”  not dull and dry

- Highly vetted from multiple sources (example: check out Natalie Wexler’s The Knowledge Gap!)

- Common-share-alike license with free version pdfs online: allows others to use AND to repurpose, 
   including rewriting content (must cite that it came from Core Knowledge and cannot charge 
   money for its usage) 

Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour

CAVEAT: why is Core Knowledge ® the bulk of our curriculum content?
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows

More detail on lesson “types” in the AOCR curriculum:

Core Knowledge ® “Independent Silent Reading” lessons:

   - Presented as-is without any adjustments / word changes to their original lesson

   - Identified in the lesson title with a maroon “I.R.”

continued  Note: AOCR is carefully following Core Knowledge “Common Share-Alike” usage guidelines; AOCR is using Core Knowledge because we 
believe that it is the most powerful broad-domain-knowledge curriculum that has ever been created. 42



Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows

More detail on lesson “types”:

Core Knowledge ® “Read-To” lessons:

   - Lessons mostly taken from Core Knowledge lessons that teachers read to students and  
      are not assigned as “independent silent reading”

   - Lessons are re-written by AOCR to lower the grade-level in order to ADD lessons to the 
      battery of independent written reading content that the students will experience

   - Identified in the lesson title with an orange “READ-TO”

continued  43



AnyOneCanRead ® Content
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows

More detail on lesson “types”:

AOCR “Poems And Rhymes”:

 - Public domain poems and nursery rhymes

continued  45



Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows

More detail on lesson “types”:

AOCR “Pattern Builder Poems”:

 - Practice with most-frequent rhyming-pattern-spellings

continued  

Letters
“-AN”:

Letters
“-AY”:
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows

More detail on lesson “types”:

AOCR public domain (including self-written) stories:

 - Intentionally grade-leveled (re-written) stories (such as 23 Beatrix Potter stories!) …

continued  

Kindergarten 2nd-Grade
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows

More detail on lesson “types”:

AOCR public domain (including self-written) stories:

 - … more public domain classics:

continued  

The Velveteen Rabbit (4th-Grade) The Boxcar Children (5th-Grade)
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows

More detail on lesson “types”:

AOCR internally-designated “Fast-Break” lessons  Type One: plurals, verb tense, 
comparative / superlative, and possessive building (we take root words that the student 
has already learned and build more words in that word family; this is done via simple 
sentences)

continued  

Kindergarten 4th-Grade
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows

More detail on lesson “types”:

AOCR internally-designated “Fast-Break” lessons  Type Two: there are lots of iconic word 
lists out there that focus on building “more important” vocabulary words (likely to see 
them more in print); these sentences “finish off” the inclusion of these word list words in 
our curriculum:

continued  

Kindergarten: “Dolch Words” Marzano 3rd-Grade Words

50



Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows

More detail on lesson “types”:

AOCR internally-designated “Fast-Break” lessons  Type Three: in 5th- and 6th-Grade, we 
will cover the 20 most frequent prefixes and the 20 most frequent suffixes; again, this is 
via simple sentences

Prefix Example Suffix Example
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Reading Content Access Method 3:
Use The “AOCR Playbook” pdf  

Embedded Links To Everywhere In The Site

DETAILS ON PHONICS ACTIVITIES

52



Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows

Accessing the powerful vocabulary-building phonics activities - #2 (review pages 
26 & 27) independently from the silent reading lessons – you’ll see links for each 
specific phonics activity:

continued  
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows

Accessing the powerful vocabulary-building phonics activities - #2 (review pages 
26 & 27) independently from the silent reading lessons – subgrouped in this 
order of progression:

continued  
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows

Accessing the powerful vocabulary-building phonics activities - #3:
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Reading Content Access Method 3:
Use The “AOCR Playbook” pdf  

Embedded Links To Everywhere In The Site

DETAILS ON STUDENT ASSESSMENTS
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows

AOCR student Assessments:

- There are lots of great assessment tools out there, BUT …
    * Many are expensive
    * Many require high expertise and tons of training
    * Many are complex and time-consuming to administrate

- AOCR wants to get you directionally close, very quickly, where anyone can do the 
   assessment  find the student’s “sweet spot” for a non-frustrating reading start in 
   AOCR’s lesson order
    * You want to start a student in AOCR’s lesson order where they know roughly 98 out of 
       100 words in the passage, INSTANTLY
    * Once you get into the lesson-reading, fine tune up or down a half-grade level or so if 
       the starting point seems to be too easy or too hard

continued  
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows

Assessments as laid out in the pdf:

continued  
58



Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows

What you do:

- You set a timer (2-minutes Module B passage; 3-minutes all other Modules’ passages)
- Student reads passage
- Note where they are in the passage when the timer goes off
- Place them in our lesson order based on where they finish:
    * If they finish somewhere in the bold-italic font area, that’s their sweet spot …
        if the passage is from Module B, start them at lesson B1 in our curriculum,
        if the passage if from Module D, start them at lesson D1, etc.
    * If they finish BEFORE they get to the bold-italic font area, then the passage is too 
       difficult for them  keep moving them back an assessment grade level until they 
       finish in a bold-italic area of a passage
    * If they read BEYOND the bold-italic font area, then the passage is too easy for them, 
       so, keep moving them up an assessment grade level until they finish in a bold-italic 
       area of a passage continued  
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows

Here’s what a passage will look like:

continued  
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows

What’s the assessment based on?:

- Targeting accurate-words-per-minute (“AWPM”) specs as follows (this is the center of the 
   bold-italic parts of the passages):
    * Mod. B target:   70 AWPM
    * Mod. C target: 110 AWPM
    * Mod. D target: 130 AWPM
    * Mod. E target: 140 AWPM
    * Mod. F and beyond target: 150 AWPM

- Example: Mod. F and beyond passages are each exactly 450 words. A reader at 150 
   AWPM will finish the last bold-italic word exactly as the timer goes off. Etc …

- Reminder: Once you get into the AOCR lesson-reading, fine tune up or down a half-grade 
   level or so if the starting point seems to be too easy or too hard
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Reading Content Access Method 3:
Use The “AOCR Playbook” pdf  

Embedded Links To Everywhere In The Site

WHAT ELSE IS ON THE AOCR SITE?
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Getting To Reading Content (“Lessons”): Method Three: Use The “AOCR 
Playbook” pdf  Here’s A Tour
Sections of “different information types” are segregated by thick black rows

63

The rest 
of AOCR’s 
tools …
so far!



APPENDIX 1

Groundbreaking Assistive

Reading Technology
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Start With The “Try Me” Button On The AOCR Homepage
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INSTANT One-On-One By-Letter-Sound-Out Computer Tutor!

* Revolutionary new assistive-reading online technology that sounds-out each letter 
   correctly in a word

* Student touchscreens or mouse-clicks an unrecognized word:
     - May take multiple touches (letter sounds occur in a “layered” order)
     - Each letter-sound is voiced
     - The entire word is spoken as a whole
     - Students should verbally practice the sound-out themselves
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INSTANT One-On-One Word Meaning Computer Tutor!

* This tool is auto-activated in Module D, and it will be available for all grade-levels 3rd-
   and-above:    (it can be manually turned on for Modules A to C)

      - Don’t know the word’s meaning? Touch or click the word and then click on the red W.

* A window
   pops open   
   in the  
   same tab:

* Four tabs @ provide: 1) definitions, 2) synonyms, 3) word origins, and 4) translations!

@
HHH    HHH    HHH    HHH    HHH    

1

2

3

4
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INSTANT Out-Loud Buddy-Reading Computer Tutor!

* Every few paragraphs, there is a speaker button that allows what the student has just 
   read to be read out-loud by the computer:

* Clicking the blue question mark at the top right of the screen opens a box: check the 
   “NORMAL” button, and it sets the reading speed to 180 words-per-minute; the “SLOW” 
   button drops it to 150 words-per-minute.
     - The student can practice reading out-loud -- with the computer -- to build their 
       competence at reading within the optimal reading speed range!
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Reminder: Red Teaching Words Process

You will see a green speaker button at the beginning of passages or sentences:

Words in red are the targeted “teaching words” (students not expected to learn to read the 
black-font written words at this point)

Click the speaker button, and the passage is read to you out-loud, but it will stop reading 
when it gets to the red teaching word

The student will click on / screen touch the red word, each letter in the word is sounded-
out, and then the word is spoken as a whole

continued  
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When the word has been sounded-out – and then spoken as a whole – then the read-out-
loud will continue until completion of the sentence or the passage:

The student is then to return to the red word, click / touch it one more time, and this time 
the students are asked to sound-out the word themselves

It is VERY important that the student practices the sound-out!!  it is repeated sound-outs 
that “train the brain” (number of needed repeated sound-outs varies by-child) to 
eventually recognize the word INSTANTANEOUSLY without needing a sound-out anymore 
(“orthographic mapping”)

Reminder: Red Teaching Words Process
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Summer Reading Initiative At <Your> Learning Center
The                                                    ® (“AOCR”)

“Learning-To-Read-Experience”

APPENDIX 2

A Presentation That We Use In Setting Up 
Tutoring Initiatives That Use AOCR
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What Will Each Of You Do, And What Will We (AOCR) Do?
* You will be assigned one student.

* We will have assessed that student for their “sweet spot” reading complexity level (where they won’t be 
   frustrated and will already know most of the words that they’re reading).

* We’ll tell you which lesson-# to start on, and you simply have them progress in ascending order of AOCR’s 
   lesson-#s from there (please don’t skip around; go in order of the lesson-#s).

* The way that AOCR is designed, as you move up in lesson-#-progress, the grade-level complexity builds slowly 
   to higher levels.

* You’ll have an online pdf for your own student, and you can open the lessons from the pdf itself (SUPER-
   easy!).

* The student will read out-loud from a computer device with you 3 hours per week (if you have a tag-team tutor 
   partner, you can alternate weeks; just please make sure that your partner starts up exactly where you left off).

* Each lesson has hot pink words identified. You are going to ORALLY pre-teach those words BEFORE the 
   student starts reading out-loud to you. We’ll go into more detail on your options for how to do that.

* The student will then read out-loud to you.

* If a student gets to a word that they are struggling to pronounce, please encourage the student to get the 
    sound-out from the computer! Then have the student repeat the sound-out, letter-by-letter.

* Objective: not only do we want to eliminate the usual deleterious “summer slide,” but 
we actually want to move the student UP a quarter-grade, a half-grade … who knows?! *72



AOCR’s Perspective: What’s The “Prize?” (The Overall Primary Objective)

Build MASSIVE vocabulary!   < College-ready at 12th-grade exit >

E.D. Hirsch, Jr: ” … vocabulary size is a convenient index to a person’s breadth of 
knowledge. Vocabulary size is the single most reliable 
correlate to reading ability.”

What “counts” as “credit” for being a known vocabulary word?  Must INSTANTLY
RECOGNIZE / PRONOUNCE and UNDERSTAND the meaning of the word in its correct 
context, since so many words have multiple meanings >.

What’s “death” for comprehension?  having to stop on words to figure them out 
< PRONUNCIATION and / or UNDERSTANDING >.

Highest comprehension = you instantly know 98 out of every 100 words that you read!
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What “Input Factors” Get One To “Massive Vocabulary?”

* Decoding mastery < sounding-out each letter correctly in a word >.
      + Tough to teach comprehensive phonics WITHOUT assistive computer-based help (AOCR)!

* Reading VERY broad subject matter content; i.e., a “broad domain knowledge” curriculum 
   that includes all kinds of different subject matters  Core Knowledge ® and AOCR content.
       + Very intentional vocabulary development inside of the content presented (AOCR).
       + Orally pre-teaching ALL new vocabulary words before the student reads them (AOCR).

* Independent reading at the speed of 150 to 180 accurate words per minute < “fluency” >.
       + Need a computer buddy-reader to practice reading out-loud at these speeds (AOCR).

* Voracious reading practice, including repeated readings.                                     

* Writing practice  lots of it.               * Adept with key comprehension tips and strategies.

* The above are NOT “in linear order”  building competence in EACH above 
area helps to build competence in the other areas < not a meal with “set 

courses in a certain order”  it’s a one-pot soup >! *
74



Curriculum Advantage!

* Built largely with the world’s best English curriculum: Core Knowledge ®.

* Building Core Knowledge inside of an online digital environment, so that it has access to   
   AOCR’s assistive reading technologies.

* Includes all subject areas except for math: literature, poetry, history, geography, social 
   studies, government, civics, biographies, science after science after science, etc.
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INSTANT One-On-One By-Letter-Sound-Out Computer Tutor!

* Revolutionary new assistive-reading online technology that sounds-out each letter 
   correctly in a word

* Student touchscreens or mouse-clicks an unrecognized word:
     - May take multiple touches (letter sounds occur in a “layered” order)
     - Each letter-sound is voiced
     - The entire word is spoken as a whole
     - Students should verbally practice the sound-out themselves
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Red Teaching Words Process For Explicit / Systematic Phonics Scope & 
Sequence

You will see a green speaker button at the beginning of passages or sentences:

Words in red are the targeted “teaching words” (students not expected to learn to read the 
black-font written words at this point)

Click the speaker button, and the passage is read to you out-loud, but it will stop reading 
when it gets to the red teaching word

The student will click on / screen touch the red word, each letter in the word is sounded-
out, and then the word is spoken as a whole

continued  
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When the word has been sounded-out – and then spoken as a whole – then the read-out-
loud will continue until completion of the sentence or the passage:

The student is then to return to the red word, click / touch it one more time, and this time 
the students are asked to sound-out the word themselves

It is VERY important that the student practices the sound-out!!  it is repeated sound-outs 
that “train the brain” (number of needed repeated sound-outs varies by-child) to 
eventually recognize the word INSTANTANEOUSLY without needing a sound-out anymore 
(“orthographic mapping”)

Red Teaching Words Process For Explicit / Systematic Phonics Scope & 
Sequence

78



INSTANT One-On-One Word Meaning Computer Tutor!

* This tool is auto-activated in Module D, and it will be available for all grade-levels 3rd-
   and-above:    (it can be manually turned on for Modules A to C)

      - Don’t know the word’s meaning? Touch or click the word and then click on the red W.

* A window
   pops open   
   in the  
   same tab:

* Four tabs @ provide: 1) definitions, 2) synonyms, 3) word origins, and 4) translations!

@
HHH    HHH    HHH    HHH    HHH    

1

2

3

4
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Intentional Vocabulary Development AND Tracking

* We analyze our text for the “best words to learn first”:
    - These are higher frequency words as outlined in over 50 different iconic word lists 
       like Dolch, Fry, Coxhead Academic, Text Project TM, BNC-COCA, etc.
    - When we’ve encountered a majority of the words in a given list, up to a certain 
       lesson, we “finish off the list” in a specially designed type of AOCR lesson:
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* We track every single new vocabulary word from the first lesson of Kindergarten 
   through every lesson in the curriculum.

* We’re now complete with the curriculum through “college-ready” 4th-grade:
     - Exiting AOCR 4th-graders will know over 26,000 words!

Intentional Vocabulary Development AND Tracking
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And Vocabulary Tracking Allows for PRE-TEACHING Of All New Words

* Every new word -- in every single NEW lesson -- is laid out in hot pink < new words are 
   identified versus all vocabulary cumulatively learned from all prior lessons >.
     - Educator can look at all new words in each lesson in a batch, at the top of the lesson.
     - Or, the educator can attack the new words one-by-one, or paragraph-by-paragraph, 
        inside of the text, as the student is reading.

Top of lesson                         … and …                    in the text.    82



INSTANT Out-Loud Buddy-Reading Computer Tutor!

* Every few paragraphs, there is a speaker button that allows what the student has just 
   read to be read out-loud by the computer:

* Clicking the blue question mark at the top right of the screen opens a box: check the 
   “NORMAL” button, and it sets the reading speed to 180 words-per-minute; the “SLOW” 
   button drops it to 150 words-per-minute.
     - The student can practice reading out-loud -- with the computer -- to build their 
       competence at reading within the optimal reading speed range!
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What Else To Know?  SUPER-EASY-PEASY TO USE

* No registration; no user-name; no password; no tracking back to a user-I.D. (privacy-  
   safe)  open a lesson; it pops up in a tab; close the tab when done.

* Every link inside of our sight is accessible via a pdf that we call our “Playbook.” Right- 
   click on any link, and the lesson, phonics activity, etc. will open up in a new tab.
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What Else To Know?  Reading Complexity-Build Is Designed For A 
Very Gentle Learning Ramp
* Grade-level text-complexity-build
   is a VERY gradual slope:

* Number of words-to-read
   per lesson builds at a very
   gradual rate:
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What Else To Know?  Reading Complexity-Build Is Designed For A 
Very Gentle Learning Ramp
* Even word- / syllable- / sentence-level complexity is intentionally designed for a very 
   gradual complexity-build! @:

@ Ex: in 3rd-grade, 75% of words-encountered 
    are still single-syllable, and only 22% of the 
    words are more than 5-letters long. 
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Summary

* AOCR is designed to meet all best-practice “teaching-reading” requirements as 
   expounded in the “science / research of reading.” It views learning to read as a “process” 
   and is designed with a “quality control” mindset to avoid “defects” in the process. 

* AOCR is designed to:

    - Give America’s kids a MUCH longer, carefully graduated “runway” – to allow for the 
       right < and adequate > “brain work” to occur – for students to learn the uber-critical 
       foundational / fundamental “mechanics” skills that 2/3s @ of America’s kids are NOT 
       getting in our nation’s homes and schools.

    - Build vocabulary at a MUCH faster rate than we tend to do in the vast majority (98%?) 
       of American classrooms.

* The ultimate premise is simple: the best thing that we can do to help a child    
   with their reading is to make sure that they know every word – in a passage   
   that they’re about to read – BEFORE THEY READ IT!!!!!

@ Extrapolated from “NAEP” national reading scores … considerably more than a 2/3s failure rate during our COVID pandemic period. 87



One Final Note  : )

THANK YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING TO 
READ WITH A CHILD!!!

YOU MAY LITERALLY BE SAVING A 
LIFE!
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